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Don't miss the Japan surprise

Bad surprises—the big quake, tsunami,
andnuclearmess. Good surprises
—NadeshikoJapan winat the FIFA
Women's World Cup. Big things
happeneverywhere—Arab Springs,
extremeweather, floods, droughts,
landbubbles, burstingdams.Japan
remainsless exposed tomost such risks
thanmost other places. Our structures
stood sofirm that foreign purchase
ofland and buildings areup. Tothose
whovalue safe, varied, big city life,
withbeautiful pristine countryside
ataconvenient distance, the jewel we
loveshineson. AsJapanese wagesand
inflationremainin check, the wages

of other countries arerapidlyrising.
Andatleastyourtechnologyand
intellectual property remain yours
whenyoumanufacture inJapan.

I am optimistic. I think - like
TMT — more companies and people
will be investing more in land,

manufacturing, and safe construction.

Japan will surprise the world with
how quickly it converts to clean,
natural energy. It is a good time

to make our compariies stronger

—a combination of humane and
generous restructuring/replacement,
hiring from a labor market that gets
energized by the fine executives
fighting the temporary trend to move
operations outside of the Kanto area,
or abroad to less safe, and much less
attractive environments.

Before we give a knee jerk reaction
toleaving the Kanto area or leaving
Japan, let us remember that we can
live for months and years with a little

radiation. But in so many other less-
safe countries, life can be instantly
snuffed out. Worse yet, to avoid that
and stay safe, we have to live day in
and day out with a very different
lifestyle, and the need to constantly
make careful decisions about where
we go, how we go there, and when
we can go or come home. I'll take a
safe, fun, lively Tokyo with its smiling
service, and do what's right and never
give up attitude. Japan is a great place
to live, and to do business, As the rest
of the world faces more and more
natural and man-made problems,
Japan will have these problems solved.
This is no surprise to me.
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